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QUICK REFERENGE | Internet Connectivity

KEY TERMS

Bandwidth - the amount of data that can be
carried from one point to another over time

Broadband - the label for internet connections
that meet a minimum standard for speed.
In 2015 the Federal Communications .

Commission (FCC) set
this minimum definition of
broadband:

Download speed
25 megabits per second
(Mbps)

Upload speed
3 megabits per second
(Mbps)

Latency — basically travel time
for data. Latent time is the gap
between when data is sent
and when the source receives
confirmation that the data was
received.

Mbps — megabit per second.
The unit of measurement for
bandwidth.

Mb vs. MB — Data storage (i.e. memory on a

Types of internet connections — A few of

the most common types of wired internet

connections

Digital subscriber line (DSL)

— uses the

same copper lines as a traditional land-line

speed.
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phone. Generally not capable of broadband

Cable modem — uses the same lines that

deliver pictures and sound to
TVs.

- Fiber optic — data travels
via transparent glass fibers
about the diameter of a human
hair. Its speed far exceeds DSL
and cable, and it is also faster
than wireless connections.

FIND OUT MORE

www.pc.net/glossary
Definitions of common
computer & internet terms

www.speedtest.net

| Test the speed of your internet

connection

www.broadbandnow.com/
alabama

or www.broadbandmap.gov

smartphone) is often measured in megabytes

(MB). But for internet connection speeds,
a much smaller chunk of data is used as
the base unit, the megabit (Mb). (Note the

lowercase “b”)

8 megabits (Mb) = 1 megabyte (MB)
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Find broadband providers in your area
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