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Hypothetical Case: 
Timberland 5 miles from Auburn

MARKET VALUE
• Appraised value:  $30,000/acre
• Assessed value (20%):  $6,000
• Mils:  41.0
• Tax:  $246 per acre
• Tax on 50 acres:  $12,300

CURRENT USE
• Appraised Value:  $762/acre
• Assessed value (10%):  $76.20
• Mils:  41.0
• Tax:  $3.12 per acre
• Tax on 50 acres; $156.21



http://aers.auburn.edu/conner-bailey/alabama-timberland/
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Top Ten Timberland Owners in Alabama Ownership Type Acres  
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT SERVICES TIMO 605,096
WEYERHAEUSER COMPANY REIT 331,911
WESTERVELT COMPANY TIMO 316,737
HANCOCK JOHN LIFE INSURANCE CO TIMO 315,412
RAYONIER REIT 289,797
CEDAR CREEK LAND & TIMBER INC Wood Products 181,888
UNITED STATES STEEL CORPORATION Diversified C Corp. 170,643
SOTERRA LLC TIMO 143,016
THE HARRIGAN TIMBERLANDS Wood Products 144,564
DUDLEY LUMBER CO INC Wood Products 128,878

2,627,942
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Timberland Productivity

Good Average Poor
Non-

Productive

Assessed value per acre 76.20 58.00 41.40 33.10

Ave. mils per acre 
(33.75)

2.57 1.96 1.40 1.12

Highest mils per acre 
(51.0)

3.89 2.96 2.11 1.69

Lowest mils per acre 
(23.5) 

1.79 1.36 0.97 0.78



COMPARING TIMBERLAND PROPERTY TAX PAYMENTS IN 
CHAMBERS COUNTY (AL) AND HARRIS COUNTY (GA)

County
Current Use 

Value,
Best Soil Type

Assessment 
Rate

Assessed Value Millage Rate Property Tax per 
Acre

Harris –
FLPA/CUV

$833 40% $333.20 27.19 $9.60

Harris - QTP $954 40% $583.10 27.10 $15.85

Chambers $762 10% $76.20 42.50 $3.24



COMPARING TIMBERLAND PROPERTY TAX PAYMENTS IN 
CHOCTAW COUNTY (AL) AND CLARKE COUNTY (MS)

County

Current 
Use Value,
Best Soil 

Type

Assessment 
Rate

Assessed 
Value

Millage 
Rate

Property Tax 
per Acre

Clarke $288 15% $43.20 107.02 $4.62

Choctaw $762 10% $76.20 17.50 $1.33



COMPARING TIMBERLAND PROPERTY TAX PAYMENTS IN 
LAUDERDALE COUNTY (AL) AND WAYNE COUNTY (TN)

County
Current Use 

Value,
Best Soil 

Type

Assessment 
Rate

Assessed 
Value

Millage 
Rate

Property Tax 
per Acre

Wayne $916 25% $229 23.0 $5.27

Lauderdale $762 10% $76.20 35.0 $2.67



COMPARING TIMBERLAND PROPERTY TAX IN SELECT
ALABAMA AND FLORIDA COUNTIES

County
Current Use 

Value,
Best Soil Type

Assessment 
Rate

Assessed 
Value

Millage Rate Property Tax 
per Acre

Holmes (FL) -
-

$333 15.5873 $4.51

Geneva (AL) $762 10% $76.20 32.10 $2.45

Escambia (FL) - - $333 13.7362 $4.57

Escambia (AL) $762 10% $76.20 35.0 $2.67



OTHER TAXES ON TIMBERLAND IN ALABAMA

1. Severance tax $0.10/ton at harvest
2. Privilege tax $0.05/ton
3. Assuming harvest of 90 tons/acre, total tax $13.50/acre
4. Annual tax of $0.10 per acre collected by state

Mississippi charges severance tax $0.12/ton.  Tennessee, Florida, and Georgia 
do not.



Number of owners with over 2,000 acres 730

Total acres owned by these 730 6,311,052

If limited current use exemption to 2000 
acres, how many acres would be subject to 
higher tax?

4,851,052

If assessed this land at $1,000 per acre, how 
much new revenue would be generated at 
county level?

$12,631,187

How much additional property tax revenue 
would the State receive with such change?

$3,034,560



COUNTY
Number of 

Owners with
> 2,000 acres

Holdings
> 2,000 acres

1st 2000 of 
Holdings

Balance of 
Holdings

Land 
Value Appraised Assessed 

(10%)* Mils New Revenue

Baldwin 26 273,879 52,000 221,879 1,000 221,879,000 22,187,900 23.5 $521,416

Clarke 37 347,479 74,000 273,479 1,000 273,479,000 27,347,900 26.5 $724,719

Escambia 14 301,846 28,000 273,846 1,000 273,846,000 27,384,600 28.5 $780,461

Mobile 15 125,011 30,000 95,011 1,000 95,011,000 9,501,100 42.0 $399,046

Monroe 34 235,735 68,000 167,735 1,000 167,735,000 16,773,500 24.5 $410,951

Washington 11 164,197 22,000 142,197 1,000 142,197,000 14,219,700 23.5 $334,163

How would this work out for selected counties?



COUNTY OWNERS HOLDINGS 1st 2000 Remaining land val appraised assessed Mills (high) new revenue
> 2000 acres >2000 acres

Autauga 5 94,144 10,000 84,144 1,000 84,144,000 8,414,400 0.0250 210,360
Baldwin 26 273,879 52,000 221,879 1,000 221,879,000 22,187,900 0.0235 521,416
Barbour 15 111,354 30,000 81,354 1,000 81,354,000 8,135,400 0.0230 187,114
Bibb 11 136,151 22,000 114,151 1,000 114,151,000 11,415,100 0.0195 222,594
Blount 6 21,483 12,000 9,483 1,000 9,483,000 948,300 0.0260 24,656
Bullock 11 95,985 22,000 73,985 1,000 73,985,000 7,398,500 0.0370 273,745
Butler 12 185,152 24,000 161,152 1,000 161,152,000 16,115,200 0.0235 378,707
Calhoun 4 17,722 8,000 9,722 1,000 9,722,000 972,200 0.0335 32,569
Chambers 6 74,345 12,000 62,345 1,000 62,345,000 6,234,500 0.0360 224,442
Cherokee 7 43,132 14,000 29,132 1,000 29,132,000 2,913,200 0.0355 103,419
Chilton 9 67,451 18,000 49,451 1,000 49,451,000 4,945,100 0.0325 160,716
Choctow 36 214,985 72,000 142,985 1,000 142,985,000 14,298,500 0.0245 350,313
Clarke 37 347,479 74,000 273,479 1000 273,479,000 27,347,900 0.0265 724,719
Clay 9 66,674 18,000 48,674 1,000 48,674,000 4,867,400 0.0245 119,251
Cleburne 6 65,654 12,000 53,654 1,000 53,654,000 5,365,400 0.0205 109,991
Coffee 6 50,901 12,000 38,901 1,000 38,901,000 3,890,100 0.0275 106,978
Colbert 5 31,737 10,000 21,737 1,000 21,737,000 2,173,700 0.0235 51,082
Conecuh 20 240,886 40,000 200,886 1,000 200,886,000 20,088,600 0.0280 562,481
Coosa 11 149,091 22,000 127,091 1,000 127,091,000 12,709,100 0.0195 247,827
Covington 8 172,245 16,000 156,245 1,000 156,245,000 15,624,500 0.0205 320,302
Crenshaw 11 91,578 22,000 69,578 1,000 69,578,000 6,957,800 0.0315 219,171
Cullman 5 29,993 10,000 19,993 1,000 19,993,000 1,999,300 0.0195 38,986
Dale 4 15,147 8,000 7,147 1,000 7,147,000 714,700 0.0240 17,153
Dallas 19 103,448 38,000 65,448 1,000 65,448,000 6,544,800 0.0275 179,982
Dekalb 2 5,230 4,000 1,230 1,000 1,230,000 123,000 0.0290 3,567
Elmore 9 42,814 18,000 24,814 1,000 24,814,000 2,481,400 0.0185 45,906
Escambia 14 301,846 28,000 273,846 1,000 273,846,000 27,384,600 0.0285 780,461
Etowah 0 0 0 0 1,000 0 0 0.0295 0
Fayette 11 76,540 22,000 54,540 1,000 54,540,000 5,454,000 0.0215 117,261
Franklin 8 103,053 16,000 87,053 1,000 87,053,000 8,705,300 0.0265 230,690
Geneva 3 7,907 6,000 1,907 1,000 1,907,000 190,700 0.0256 4,882
Greene 13 75,596 26,000 49,596 1,000 49,596,000 4,959,600 0.0310 153,748



Hale 11 66,398 22,000 44,398 1,000 44,398,000 4,439,800 0.0265 117,655
Henry 6 25,620 12,000 13,620 1,000 13,620,000 1,362,000 0.0305 41,541
Houston 3 6,972 6,000 972 1,000 972,000 97,200 0.0230 2,236
Jackson 6 51,477 12,000 39,477 1,000 39,477,000 3,947,700 0.0235 92,771
Jefferson 7 140,100 14,000 126,100 1,000 126,100,000 12,610,000 0.0435 548,535
Lamar 10 87,915 20,000 67,915 1,000 67,915,000 6,791,500 0.0250 169,788
Lauderdale 3 7,833 6,000 1,833 1,000 0 0 0.0285 0
Lawrence 2 12,395 4,000 8,395 1,000 8,395,000 839,500 0.0235 19,728
Lee 7 56,883 14,000 42,883 1,000 42,883,000 4,288,300 0.0345 147,946
Limestone 0 0 0 0 1,000 0 0 0.0235 0
Lowndes 11 83,249 22,000 61,249 1,000 61,249,000 6,124,900 0.0385 235,809
Macon 9 41,070 18,000 23,070 1,000 23,070,000 2,307,000 0.0445 102,662
Madison 2 8,093 4,000 4,093 1,000 4,093,000 409,300 0.0270 11,051
Marengo 27 167,799 54,000 113,799 1,000 113,799,000 11,379,900 0.0240 273,118
Marion 13 116,333 26,000 90,333 1,000 90,333,000 9,033,300 0.0175 158,083
Marshall 3 6,258 6,000 258 1,000 258,000 25,800 0.0310 800
Mobile 15 125,011 30,000 95,011 1,000 95,011,000 9,501,100 0.0420 399,046
Monroe 34 235,735 68,000 167,735 1,000 167,735,000 16,773,500 0.0245 410,951
Montgome 5 20,560 10,000 10,560 1,000 10,560,000 1,056,000 0.0225 23,760
Morgan 4 9,419 8,000 1,419 1,000 1,419,000 141,900 0.0309 4,385
Perry 17 115,210 34,000 81,210 1,000 81,210,000 8,121,000 0.0405 328,901
Pickens 20 185,504 40,000 145,504 1,000 145,504,000 14,550,400 0.0276 401,591
Pike 10 45,647 20,000 25,647 1,000 25,647,000 2,564,700 0.0275 70,529
Randolph 5 29,853 10,000 19,853 1,000 19,853,000 1,985,300 0.0255 50,625
Russell 17 115,265 34,000 81,265 1,000 81,265,000 8,126,500 0.0185 150,340
Shelby 8 124,217 16,000 108,217 1,000 108,217,000 10,821,700 0.0375 405,814
St Clair 9 66,592 18,000 48,592 1,000 48,592,000 4,859,200 0.0245 119,050
Sumter 20 153,482 40,000 113,482 1,000 113,482,000 11,348,200 0.0308 349,525
Talladega 6 47,480 12,000 35,480 1,000 35,480,000 3,548,000 0.0225 79,830
Tallapoosa 15 133,018 30,000 103,018 1,000 103,018,000 10,301,800 0.0235 242,092
Tuscaloosa 17 228,744 34,000 194,744 1,000 194,744,000 19,474,400 0.0205 399,225
Walker 14 96,498 28,000 68,498 1,000 68,498,000 6,849,800 0.0190 130,146
Washington 11 164,197 22,000 142,197 1,000 142,197,000 14,219,700 0.0235 334,163
Wilcox 29 157,654 58,000 99,654 1,000 99,654,000 9,965,400 0.0295 293,979



Winston 5 64,969 10,000 54,969 1,000 54,969,440 5,496,944 0.0195 107,190
TOTALS 730 6,311,052 1,460,000 4,851,052 484,921,944 12,947,352
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